
Sustainable  

Real Estate Management 

Edited by 

Swiss Sustainability Codex Initiative 

Deniz Karahan 

2024 



1 
 

 
 

The Sustainable Real Estate Management 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st. Edition 
 
September 2024 
 
 
 



3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© 2024 
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether the 
whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically, the rights of translation, 
reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms 
or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval, 
electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology 
now known or hereafter developed. Exempted from this legal reservation are brief 
excerpts in connection with reviews or scholarly analysis or material supplied 
specifically to be entered and executed on a computer system, for exclusive use by the 
purchaser of the work. Duplication of this publication or parts thereof is permitted only 
under the provisions of the Copyright Law of the Publisher’s location, in its current 
version, and permission for use must always be obtained from the publisher. 
Permission for use may be obtained through the Rights Link at the Copyright Clearance 
Center. Violations are liable to prosecution under the respective Copyright Law. 
The use of general descriptive names registered names, trademarks, service marks, 
etc. in this publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that 
such names are exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and 
therefore free for general use. While the advice and information in this book are 
believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication, neither the authors nor the 
editors nor the publisher can accept any legal responsibility for any errors or omissions 
that may be made. The publisher makes no warranty, express or implied, concerning 
the material contained herein. 
Printed digitally. 
September 2024, Switzerland 
 



5 
 

Forward 
 
In recent years, the real estate industry has undergone a significant transformation. As 
urbanization accelerates and environmental concerns become more pressing, the 
need for sustainable practices in real estate management has never been more critical. 
"Sustainable Real Estate Management" is a timely and essential guide that addresses 
these challenges head-on, providing invaluable insights and practical strategies for 
integrating sustainability into the heart of real estate operations. 
 
This book arrives at a pivotal moment. Climate change, resource depletion, and social 
inequities are no longer distant threats but present realities that demand our 
immediate attention. The built environment plays a crucial role in this landscape, 
contributing significantly to global carbon emissions, energy consumption, and waste 
production. As stewards of this environment, real estate professionals have a unique 
responsibility and opportunity to lead the charge towards a more sustainable future. 
 
"Sustainable Real Estate Management" delves into the core principles of sustainability, 
presenting a comprehensive framework that encompasses economic, social, and 
environmental dimensions. By exploring the economic benefits of sustainable 
practices, such as reduced operational costs and increased property value, this book 
makes a compelling business case for sustainability. It also highlights the social 
imperatives, emphasizing the importance of creating inclusive, healthy, and resilient 
communities. Finally, it addresses the ecological impact, offering strategies to 
minimize resource use, reduce emissions, and protect natural habitats. 
 
What sets this book apart is its practical approach. The author provides real-world 
examples, case studies, and actionable insights that empower readers to implement 
sustainable practices effectively. Whether you are a portfolio manager, asset manager, 
sustainability manager, property manager, developer, investor, or policymaker, this 
book offers the tools and knowledge you need to make informed decisions that align 
with sustainability goals. 
 
Moreover, "Sustainable Real Estate Management" is not just about mitigating negative 
impacts but about embracing a proactive and innovative mindset. It encourages us to 
rethink traditional models and explore new paradigms that prioritize long-term value 
over short-term gains. By fostering collaboration, leveraging technology, and engaging 
with stakeholders, we can unlock new opportunities for sustainable growth and 
development. 
 
As you embark on this journey through the pages of "Sustainable Real Estate 
Management," I encourage you to reflect on your role in shaping the future of our built 
environment. The path to sustainability is not without its challenges, but it is a path 
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worth taking. Together, we can build a world where economic prosperity, social well-
being, and environmental stewardship go hand in hand. 
 
This book is a testament to the dedication and vision of its authors, who have provided 
a roadmap for a more sustainable real estate industry. It is a call to action for all of us 
to rise to the occasion and contribute to a legacy of sustainability that will benefit 
generations to come. 
 
Let us embrace this challenge with determination and optimism, knowing that our 
efforts today will pave the way for a brighter, more sustainable tomorrow. 
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